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MY BELOVED SON,

3

“Tn fulﬁllmg the order of thls serv1ce, 11: becomes my duty to)
add;ess myself to you. - I.aln mot msenmble, that ‘this enaage-
‘ment places us in a new relatmn to each other;: and that Iam
%o address you, not so much as a son, as a “co-worker together -

‘with us” in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ. But I -
eannot so familiarize my thoughts Wlth the new posmo n




he has prepared for 1ts' 4:1'011 he completes his task thh”

';[texl and much- anx1ety, not knowmg ‘whether - it: shall prosper. e o

But he. dlscharges ‘his ‘work" with dlhgence and fidelity ;- the -
3:"?sun shmes on it; the dews of heaven. nourlsh it, - Itus qulck-f
ened mto hfe,' and rises mto frultfulness.. In due time he
turng bearlng his manlfold sheaves with him; he Tests from
abcurs ; and his is ¢ theu_]oy of harvest. |
' Could any 1magery more forcibly ‘illustrate the work to
. which you are commltted or the reward 3ou may expect on its
faithful pertormance ? U S
1. First of all, let me ask you to reﬂect on your work as it
,1s‘ indicated in this pasSage. S SR
. Chi fly, it refers our- attention to the truth, as the mstrument
0 Qu operatlens. - The seed is ¢ the word of the kingdom;”
1t 1s very : s1gmﬁcant of its character. That httle seed f

A

rt conta.ms -
The future ha.rvest in 1ts little vems. N

S i

51t once more. How perfect 1t is! You cannot, elther ]




ofhscrlpture*—“ the J'trl.ithi ds it is in Jesus'.’"" "Tli’e"' "truth"-i's":'~-al¥l“l
"'eséentially in him. * To preach hlm, 8 to. prea;ch the truth;
not to preach him is to utter mere vamty “The truth is:-one in

- him—complete in - him—illustrious in: him. ~His - glory in -

- heaven; his life. in- the ﬂesh his death on the Cross ;- xhls .

‘triumph over death and hell ; compose that great- myste;'y of

godliness which unveils all other mystery. The Father i85

. -known, the Spirit is gwen, hfe and 1mmertahty are brought to i
,}rhght, through the’ Son. All th&t he bas® done, pomts to himras -
- Mediator.” His mediation, as touchmg man, assures us-of hls
C - state of enmity, guilt and condemnation ; and, as touchmg tzod
it reveals his inviolable Justice refusmg to pardon the sinner

o Wlthout adequate provision for the honour of his laws; and his =

~ infinite mercy in finding that prov1s1on in the Son of hlS love.
'The,«success of " this'mediation is the restoration-of man to the
favour: and i image of God; and the manifestation of God to

~and angéls as he. was ,never seen. It is the tnumph of :

ihess oover sin—of mercy over judgment—of life. over death
of hea,ven over hell It is the revelatlon of Delty, in the"




cbedience: and 1t awakens the , deepest love. It satlsﬁes the :
claims of conscience- b se it sattisfies. the clarms of Justlce.
“Delivered - from gullt d: condemnatlon, the ‘transgressor
returns to -God. »He rests in his-love; the peace of God
_“anoints hls,;spmt he has liberty of access, of conﬁflence, of -
prayer. : Whom the Son makes free, is free indeedd . '
What the truth has power to do for one, it can ‘effect with
equal fac1hty for mynads——for all. It is the only, but it is the
¢ :suﬁcwnt remedy, for human woe. As it blesses the individual, -
80 it'is prepared  to bless the family, the village, The city, the
“pation, -the world. Tt. can subdue all disorder, ‘cast out all"
~‘crime, and bestow all good, until thls life of ours. shall become
a ‘heaven on -earth. Already, where the truth prevaals, there.
:1zs Qrder, and cwﬂlzatlon, and scwnce, pe’ace, freedom and‘

"man 1s found the prey of oppressmn, superstrltmn,

"sacre even ‘while he hves, enve]oped 'm the shadows

: of God to hls creatures you are made a trustee. It is
pose. the substance and glory: of your. whole mlmstry'
f it 1s 1ncomparably precrous ‘and 1t must become” so.
“your most dehberate Judgment And this. regard
must not be the ‘mere preference of the’ partlza,nf
raialis ”1tzmust be that mtelhgent and fixed-




,’ '- redeem you, and of an mﬁmte grace to punfy you~ and y’our", S
. Spmt W111 rest, - w1th ineffable confidence and 1ove, in the '_

presence ‘of the one Father, one Savmur, and one Sanctlﬁer. ~

-~ With 'such an apprecaatlon of the truth, it Would be super«
ﬂuous to urge a close adherence to- the: Holy Scmptures.’f =
. They would - become ithe needful -aliment of a renewed and -
elevated ‘mind. You tould‘ not, be satisfied to- copy . from*
. imperfect and" hfeless e pies; “when  the hvmg original was
% brea:athmg before you in uncreated. beauty s That: whickids of

. earth is earthly; but that which is from hea.ven ig above all.”

:_'would not.be seduced into a comparlsen of human with

e authorlty ; you: would feel that in the presence ‘of - .

e

‘ ealed truth human autherlty there was none! You would o
rour W&}R darkly and Wlth dlﬂiculty, through human ey

uld win your way ‘to a subhme morahty and to
“uth Chnst and h1m as cruclﬁed would beeome';f




n grlty. Not to present the whole: truth Would leave us open
o'the charge of unfaithfulness; to present it in detached and
| *broken parts ‘would be to destroy its v1tahty and power. We
- are. forbldden to- mdulge our preJudrces or partlahtles. Our
; ~busmess is not to sit in judgment on the truth; but faithfully
b f“"'pubhsh ity Wlthout fear, . Wlthout favour, and "without
eontroversy. - Settle 1t, therefore, in your mind, that nothing
but the truth can enhghten the mind, subdue the heaft, and
- restore the sinner from enmity to love; and resolve, at every
. hazard to present it clearly to the understandmg and to Work
it down.into the reluctant consclence. o
It will not be supposed that, in- pleadmg for the exhlbltlon
f the whole truth, we are -asking for equal promlnence for
e y truth A}I revealed truth is of equal authority ; but all
aled trhth is ‘not of equal importanee : and the relative
rtance ‘of truth is marked by the frequency and distinctness

‘h /W h‘ 1t 1s presenteda You w1ll study the proportlons of

1e- a,nt of WhICh many have construed almost every thmg
have beheved mto a term of salvatmn. Proportlon is to




R

‘class of truth Wthh is related to human agency ‘at the expense.;- :
- of that class which is more nearly related to Divine sovereignty.
It is'the part of wisdom to mark this, and of fidelity to avoid
it.  Both classes of truth are clearly revealed and equall-y
Amportant. And on the one hand you must not allow any thirig]
to fritter away the complete and deep respons1b111ty of ‘man;
~ mnor on the other, must you permit any views of human respo‘n- ~

1 s&blhty to limit or dishonour the Divine soverelgnty You will

gain nothlng-—you will ‘resolve no- problem—-—you w111 remove«"?:"- ~_

no difficulty, ‘by 1ndu1g1ng a bias either to the rlght or the:.

left. It may be of some moment; amidst the controversxal S

~ subtleties, in this department of truth, to determine withthe
scriptures in your hand, this - 31mp1e question, Whether. the
fsalvatzon of a sinner begms with man or withiy pod 2 - ke
B 'One other remark is suggested on this- part of the subject,
,;and ~that regdrds ‘the style of commumcatlon. It is to.be -
rem bered that our one s1mple object is, to- present the trnth" |
" mmd It will follow, that the more clearly this is don -
d:'the. more comp]etely every other mrcumstance is withhe
ght, so mueh the more skilfal and eﬂiment will be f
tion.’ ;. Thls, at once, condemns as v1c1ous, and when




o 1m’self not only ag that he ~may be understood but as that hef
. éannot be mlsunderstood “Ours tooisa popular service, and
: of. mﬁmte moment. Whatever allowance we may grant “to
e abstract specu]atlo‘n and ‘refined dlsqmsmon in the closet; we

.. must tesolutély forbid ‘thenr the pulpit. If the few only are

! taﬁ:’ght*'Whatf'is;'to-‘beeonie of the million? =~ = _
““The other style which we have to shun is the ornate or florid.
if the one evil' will prevent -the due apprehensmn of your

L meanmg, the other will, if carried to excess, Jjmplicate your

: | sincerity. A young advocate, some years since, took his place
" i our courts of law. He had, fine ‘talents, but under the in-

;ﬁuence of false faste and perhaps of v1cxous examples, he was‘

y led to an unbounded use of the imagination. He clothed the
' us ) laboured descrlptxon and splendld orna.- :




rehgzen men are triflers and we ourselves are often tempted to-

“trifle. . They are not Wﬂhng that our earnestness should o
reproach their carelessness; but if we will condescend to: seek

their amusement, rather than their profit; if we will conceal\

the truth, which they approve not, with meretricious grace; if "

. we will feast the imagination and avoid the conscience ; then they
will crowd to our assemblies and sustain us with their appfause.'
It were not difficult to do this, but it would be done at our

peril. Rustling crowds mlght indeed press into our sanctuaries; -

every face might be radiant with admiration, and every tongue ;s
- laden with our praise; but we should- preach ourselves, not
Christ Jesus the Lord. Our ‘hearers would be diverted, not
‘saved ; they might honour us, they would despise Christ ;. they
would wonder, admlre, applaud and—perish !+ éA‘nd -where
should we be ? Where should we be ? X B
*" Another c1rcumetance in the passage before us, has respect,
to the diligence and devotedness with which we should fulfil our
-,‘werk The husbandman ¢ goeth forth” to his labour, At
i mmg and eve, in summer and winter, through every
every season it has his attention and care. So
: the mormng to sow our seed and in the evemnga :

a most aff‘ectmg thought to the pastor of ak
at’ the cloae of the sabba.th exercises, tha,tj‘
Before the _ |




A great captam charged w1th the rehef of a beswged and'

| ;famxshed city was ‘confronted at sea, by-a tremendous storm.
~ He was entreatéd to put back “No” he sald “it is not necesssary
for me to live, but it is necessary for me to go.” It is necessary

~ for, the minister to labour; it is not necessary for him to live!

’

Such diligence carried out and sustained through life becomes

| _"de\vatedn‘ess. The: husbandman regards. his employment as his
- wocation, * His talent, his time, his property, his arrangements
b ~are all subordinate to it. In-the field, the market, and the
 homestead, he is the same man. If he looks on the fair earth,

it still relates to its fruitfulness, and if he lifts his eye to the
fairer heavens it is to' regard. their influence on the future
harvest. | Always he is the husbandman, ‘ )
t.is said of the greatest general of our day or of any day, -
; he never for an instant forgot his profession. If the finest

_:prospect in-nature broke on his view, he would mstantly look on
ity mot as a poet, but as a soldier. ~ Hill and valley would be

veyed in reference to attack and defence ; and in imagination

the battle would be fought and won. He was always the’ - general..

‘This self-devotion i is what our service pre-emmently demands.,
ust not do’ many things, but one thing; the controlhng ,
T A,of,, one master principle- must give unity to .all our -
pni‘}éose"s‘and actions. All our engagements; Whether they fall

under the appellatlon of freedom, educatlon, benevolence or
"ehglon, must bé elevated and united in one single end-——1

lvatlon of men. thera.ture, sclence, nature, reerea,tmn,

[
.
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his powers, all h1s attamments, and all life are consecrated:._‘ |
to one purpose. Know the bliss of having one great_ object:
always before you in- hfe, giving unity"to your pursuits and:
commending itself to your highest reason. Show what man
can do, can dare, can suffer, in a cause which can raise us- above )
humanity. Watch for souls as they that must give an account,
Be always the minister. Look on the world only in reference
to its ruin by sin, and its ‘recovery by Christ; and meekly, but
ﬁrmly, resolve to reduce the domains of death and to, advance
the emplre of light and love, before you die ! - |

The very terms we have fo'und it necessary to employ almost
‘supersede the observatlon, ‘that this devotedness is not only
energetic but expanswe in its operations. Present limits do
‘not satisfy it. It is prepared to act amywhere as power and
| ‘”’“ﬂportumt? are supphed The distinction between the minister .
‘énd mlssmnary 18 unwholesome. The true. minister is the true
| mlssmnary " You are this day set apart for the service of this
people ;- but not exclusively. Neither you nor they are to

merge, in your mutual attachments; your deeper relations to. :

the universal church of the redeemed. You must not be
' d, as- I fear many have been, with a comfortable state of

ce Where you WOl‘Shlp, but you must gather_

th dVancement of hlS kingdom. Oh go forth :
ou sel f‘_s, blessmg and being blest. 7 Determme |




'forth bearmg precmus seed and weepeth The husbandman ‘
sows in tears. He has faith or he would not SOW ; but, for the
present, he has much anmety and fear. He casts his most
_ precious graln abroad on the earth; he does it at great expense-
‘and. with much toil; while the result is ‘quite beyopd his
.1eontroi . The soil may be ungrateful the heavens may be
'unkmd~ and his labour may be in vain, " He sows in tears;

_we are also-called to go forth weeping.
‘The figurative expressmn refers us to humlhatlon of spirit.

The first effect of a service so holy and eminent is “to humble
us. to the dust. We can have seen nothing of the divine
fgl@ry—-——we can have known not ing of the gospel as a dispen-
- sation of life, grace and power—we can have had no fellowship
 with the Saviour in his majesty, his sufermgs and the glory
g ,,’_wh;ch shall follow—if they have not reduced us to an abldu%g |
~ sense-of unpreparedness and insufficiency. To stand in the
‘L;munsel of God—to catch his mind, and to convey it, untainted
',"1"\aby our fouch, to others—to become the expositors of - that
;j'-‘wasdom which is manifold and of that grace which is unsearch— ’
-able—to . assert and uphold the claims of Deity in a rebeihous
orld—to- beeome the examples of the truth we proclaim—to
now that our words are-a savour of life or death to those wh
hear them—that the eternal- destinies of men hang on t
truths we utter, and perhaps on the temper in which we utte
sthem* What thmgs are these' Jeremlah saw somet,!

_ Isaiah saw more of them and he said ¢ Wvoe is m
a ma'n of unelean lips1” Pau‘i saw yet more, A
WV , Whe 1s suﬂiment for these thlngs P

“as I t’hmk they have, let me guard yeu agamst a tem
cident to them:. Donot conciude ‘that such a state ef
is-a disqualy ﬂcatwn ¥0r your work No—it may be pafmfu
it is salutary—it is mdlsipenmble. Self~eomplacency wol

/ . L]
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‘your disqualification. The poor vain creature, ‘who, in the
presence of God and eternity, could pass to the pulpit satisfied
with himself, and rétire from it complimenting hiniself, and
- looking around for the compliments of others; if not beyorid
- pity is beyond cure. Yes—you must sow in tears, and be
content to do 80, In" weakness, you shall be made strong;.
before honour s humlhty, ‘to be anythmg, you ‘must. become
nothmg' | : : ' SN
The same expression clearly 1neulcates tenderness of spmt.
Such a ‘temper would naturally arise from that sense . of
msuﬁimency to which we have referred; but it is sustained by
the whole character of your work. - The truth you have to
announce is developed in facts, by far the most extraordinary
and affecting in the history of mankind. They cannot be truly
beheved nor fitly uttered, without deep emotion. Can you
“assert the fallen, guilty and miserable state of all your race,
m»thout»compq,ssmn.» Can you proclaim, as from God himself,
“his forbearance, goodness, and infinite mercy to a world in
. Whlch ‘every day his name is blasphemed, without emotion?
I your eye moistens before ordmary instances of benevolénce
and magnammlty, have you no tears for: the wonderful enacts
o dleemmﬂ 1ove ? Canyou tell how the Son of G‘rod

d us in our apostacy—-—-how he came to ‘earth;

ur nature, and ‘became, for-our’ ‘sake, poorer than

est, lower than the lowest, sadder than the saddest?

ell of Gethsemane and of Calvary, of all his meek-
uffering, all his innocence and all his love, without

Can _;y»euf, .discourse of these Vthingfs‘- to sinful men,

* -




Fthemselves into t‘he mmeiess h’omors of the second death,
without sorrow and without shuddering? Ah! if you could,
it were better that -you' sought your daily bread from daily
-{:har1ty through our streets, than glve yourself to this ministry !
-But you have not so- learned Christ. You have taken up
thxs ‘ministry ‘with fear, and trembhng, and tears. Still dwell
. under: the unction of truth and the unction of the Holy One.
- Lét the truth Zve in your heart, live on your lips; and it shall
carry-life to them that hear you. |
That cherished: tenderness, which is thus commended to us,
will save you alike from formality and severity. Where
formality is not, there. will be earnestness ; but earnestness,

5 _ though 1nd1spens1ble, if mixed with selfish passmn, will become

iﬁdogmatlcal and severe. True earnestness springs from love to
_ Geod and love to ‘man; it has in it nothing harsh or proud; it
o is resolute, but it is tender and full of compassion. It works
. not in contempt of human sympathles, but by means of them. 'l
It plead_s and ‘weeps,” weeps and ‘pleads; and if ydur last
" remonstrance shoﬁ‘l“d be rej ected, after the manner of your
Saviour on the cross, you would pray “ Father forgive them,
they know not what they do!” : ,
such tenderness, ‘with such earnestness, would supply the
inishing quality for the efficient utterance of the truth. You
* would not have to look around. you for the. elements of true
- “eloquence, they would be your own; “and the word of truth fron
,' your: lips, like a two-edged sword, would go straight to the hear 6
- One other remark is still required. ‘The expression in the
' mdlcates the sp1r1t~of dependence and prayer. ‘The labou
' the: ﬁeld\emmently are made to depend on the blessmg o
heaven, - _The husbandman knows full well, that there will
- ‘no harvest without the diligent use of ‘means; but he knay
_equally well that hlS utmost dlhgence w111 be in vain, —Wlthe

" jpver which he has no eontre]




~Just so, results are placed beyond your power. The:whole
tenor of your service is such, as to deprive you of every other
dependence, that you may ‘depend perfectly on God. The
connexion between the means you are to employ and the end - - |

- for which you employ them, is not in their use, though you must -
use them; nor in their fitness, though they are admirably
addpted; it is in the promise of God. Let no conviction be
more present to your mind or more settled there, than this,
that there is nothing on earth or in heaven to warrant your
utterance of the gospel, with the hope of success, except the
promise of God. Stand up before your charge, penetrated
with the fact, that, after your best exhibition of  the word and
‘will of God for their salvation, they, one and all, will assuredly
reject it, if left to themselves. While you are. ¢ shut up” to
-the single promise of God, honour it to the utmost. As without

it, you- would have no hope; so show, that with it, you have .

unbounded confidence. Look around you, for the last means,

the last plea, the last word, by which you may give complete-

ness and power to your solemn message; and then just lie

down at the foot of the throne in your weakness and Jook up,-

' Wlth infinite desire,” to the right- hand of the Most High.

‘ hgence and perfect dependence would save the World !

y Let me yet crave your attentlon Whl]e, with brev1ty, we L
ark-on.the remammg portion of the subject—the reward
h-is consequent on the work performed All the terms
phatical; and you have a deep interest in them.

Tve, ﬁrst, ‘you_ shall return. ‘How many go forth to
eir ‘own schemes or those of others and return no-
‘captain -goesﬁzforth to eonquest; but falls while yet
rages. The statesman, full of desire to secure

| appmess to millions, asks for a year—a month-— -
is object ;. but no——he dles and his work is undone. __'




a gwen pemod te prov1de for-a. dependent family; but Iong
‘before it arrives his wife is a. widow and his children are
fatherless. The world is.rife ‘with such calamity; and the
. tomb, instead of its usual emblazonry, might well have crouching
at.its foot disappointed hope and foiled ambition. = .

But you.shall refurn. You shall be.safe and your service
~ shall be complete. You serve One whose purpose must stand ;
“and who will do all his pleasure: End when it may, your life
is invulnerable till you have finished the work given you to do.
You camnot fall a martyr to vain desires and impracticable
schemes. As the servant of Christ you profess to adopt his
will as your own; and, if you have a mind in harmony with-
thas hlgh and glorious profession, every wish must be fulﬁlled
and every prayer be answered. . :

You shall return. Your work shall not only be. complete,
\ yen shall rest from it and be satigfied. The husbandman after
_ toiling through various seasons with fluctuating hopes and fears,
-at -last, when the harvest crowns his labours, finds rest and
_ complaceney in. the past. And you shall not always be the -
| Sﬂbject of anxious toil,: sensible imperfection, ahd postponed ,
- - hope.. Your course of labour shall find its- close, and then the

period of rest and revision will come. You shall “rest from
your labours  and your work shall follow you.” You will the‘n
~ bave opportunity for review. Previously, while busily engaged .
_you- looked on your work only in parts—;-the present; care and\‘"
pr.esent difficulty had filled your attention—but, now, that you
~survey it as.a whole, and in the. lights of recedmg time and
advaneing eternity, it wears a new aspect and brings to yo,_
eart 2 new .and untold. satisfactlon. | %6 Yes, you will” say,
- iwell!. Ihave been: employed in.a.good work, I have serv
fé;i_:g\-oed., Master. My only regret is, that. I have been

-kunﬁraﬁtable a~servant. ~Yet, it is well, that I have bee
. ‘governed by cone great purpose in life. . My life might.
leeen eensumed in sleﬁh or’ sacnﬁeed to sin. Had it _even be




.given to the noblest objects of a temporal state, the fruit would:
have perished with the using. Had I, in any form, have lived
to myself, I had now beena poor lost creature. But I have
served God; I have done his work; and while every other
fabric is dissolved like the dream of the ‘pight, it shall endure
‘to everlasting life. It is well—it is well ¥ - :

 Another portion of your teward is to be found in decided

‘usefulness. ¢ He shall return, dringing his sheaves with him” _
The husbandman went forth alone; on the ‘dark and lowering
day,-and scattered the feeble grain; and it was soon lost in the .
rugged soil; but he returns, in happy company, bringing his

‘numerous sheaves with him. You in this ministry go forth
“alone, (and yet not alone,) fearful lest such poor instrumentality

~ should fail to bring any good to man; but you shall return
satisfied, not only with the work done, but with the fi-uits which

follow. True it is, that the highest duty of an intelligent -
creatyre, is, simply to do the will of God; and should no evident -

~ benefit-arise, the fact of having done ‘his- blddmg, should be a
* sufficient reward. But this is not the character of our service,

. Iﬁ%flmfliﬁilmg our work beneath right influences, we are prmmsed'

58; w6 are to expect. success ;——yea, ‘we are not to- be
efic fmtheut success. ' S
’slness, et it be remembered, may often be real, when it |
lpable. One man sows the ‘ﬁeid and anﬁther *reaps it

: A ‘sovereigt by his known power and promptitude
‘hig enemy, and keeps hls reaim in peace 5 shall he‘ .

¥ that in th‘is service,’ 1f you are falthful t0° 11:;* m

”j ,‘ __that no word shall fall to the ground, no _eﬁe’l‘t |
Be ot- lmspaherrt of results. - Dls‘tﬁ"r‘b not’ th Ei‘
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seed that you may see it grow ; pregj~pjtate"not the conflict; in
-eagerness for the. triumph, Entertain great hope; exercise
-great patience; and, in due time, you shall reap abundantly.

.And the fruit which yot are seeking, shall not always be of
a preparatory and concealed character. . The salvationof men
is to be effected in this life: and such a work is not of a nature
_to.be hldden. While you utter the truth with fidelity and wait
“in pemtentlal prayer for the blessing, many a dark mind ‘shall
be illumined, many a vicious heart shall be renewed, many a

“broken spirit shall be comforted, and many a wandering sinner

shall be restored from the error of his ways and saved from
death. Benefits multiplied to individuals w1ll chanoe the
aspect of famlhes, and reformed families W1ll glve their

, character to the associated community; till you w111 be the

_minister of life and reconc111at10n, over a redeemed and holy
people. o : ' !

Could this- happen Wlthout observation ? Bemg observed,
cou]d anythmg bring to the heart of a devoted pastor a sweeter -

or higher satlsfactlon. The tie which unites one saint with
: another saint, 1s superlor to all the infl uerice of mere consan-

_guinity; but the tie which attaches the particular believer to
the minister, who first taught him to trust in Christ, and aftef-
Wards edified him on his holy faith, is the most refined, generous
and lastmg which we know, e

May I offer an illustration of this, which, some time since,

| ;fell under my own notice, I was 1nv1ted to attend the funeral
of a respected brother in: the m1n1stry, whose sun had gone
‘down while it was yet day. There was a large gathering of his’

rethren, besides the immediate relatives. We bore him
nce to thezsilent grave, All were solemnly affected ; bu;

one of us deeply; I saw none in tears. But as we drew n

~ to the grave I observed an 1nd1v1dua1 alone, on its brink;:

~_ evidently weeping. - As ‘we approached he gave place to:

but through the serv&ce he still wept. When we mtlre_d
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“resumed _his standing, looked: down into the tomb, and wept
greatly. .I became very desirous of knowing, what this could
be. It was ascertained, that he was alone, and that he had
walked from town, a distance of ‘fifteen miles, and was about
to walk back again, ¢ And was the deceased a friend of
yours?” it was asked. «I cannot just say that,” said the
afflicted man, ¢for I believe I never spoke to him in my life.
But I once heard him preach, at such a place, from such a
text, and every word went to my heart. I have been another -
man since. I ‘cannot forget it. I can never forget him.”
Here was an adequate explanation. They had never spoken
‘together as friends; but he had received life from the lips of
the departed minister. This was their only, but sufficient,
bond of union. It was this, that made it a gratification to
travel so far to express his affection; it was this that made
him the chief mourner on the solemn occasion; and it is this
that embalms the name of the deceased in his memory, second
40'nly‘ to that adorable name in which he trusts for salvation. -
Oh, what is that applause, which the giddy and worldly
fmultltude may offer to clever actmg and splendid declamatwn, }

t only is yeur'usefu.lness ‘to be real and visible—it'f is;te L

. “The grain is " to expand into the ear; the e'ar‘“

e sheaf; and the sheaf is to be manifold. It may

frequently be found, that existing appearances do not

h.an issue; and'to save the mind from depressmn
cr mmanon may be necessary.

en, in Tegarding this mterestlng subject, that- the

) usefulness, lS, often, the means of usefu]ness;
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“small, his desires small. _If the minister ‘shall think it im-
possible to improve the -state. of things in his ehérge ~and
,neighbourhood, to him it is impossible. But to faith all things
are ‘possible. ~Yours is a greaﬁ(s.ervice_; (it is sustained by
 exceedingly great promises. Honour the promise by great
- expectations and enlarged prayers. It shall be unto thee,
ammdmg to thy faith ! | | - -

.An aged pastor, once stood up in the midst of his brethren,
who were met for conference and prayer, and said as the tears.
coursed down his furrowed cheeks, “brethren, ask much and
you shall receive much ! I alas, have asked little, all through
my ministry, and I have received but httle i émd he sat down

//"‘ .

~ in-his sorrow. -
Again, if you would judge aright on thls suhject, you must

" not limit your view to small and detached portions of service.
Thus contemplated they may present a very barren aspect;
when, if regarded in their connexion they may claim a different
- character. You cannot mark the progress of harvest, by con-
ﬁmng your observation to a single day; but if you add day to-
~ day and week to week, the advancement is conspicuous, and
ilehghtful A day of severe study may seem to terminate only.
Fm weariness to the flesh; a day of prayer may seem to ha
~ brought no sensible advantage; but that day of study and tha
day-of prayer may have prepared you -in public service tc
utter the truth with such light and unction, as that it ﬂatu.;
- on the co:nscxence and subdued the heart of the i lmpen
to Gods- ~ . ‘ |
In reckomng on large success lt should also be rememb
that much of our- usefulness I8 indirect and accumulan
:Because mdn'ect though it .oceur in our'time, it is not fc
present known to us; and because accumulative, it cannr
realized in-this life. - It is one of the happy conditions of
" ministry that it will .survive you. You will hve in ye "
and the fruit of it w111 follew you. | You are the means




‘Vertinge"‘sinner to God. He leaves you and-is heard of no
‘more. - But the truth remains with him and he seeks to make

3 ) : -
sl b

. persons. Have you no share in his usefulness? President
- Edwards by his attachment to evangelical doctrine and : his
searchmg distinctions between a living and nominal professmn,
gave a character to' his ‘people, which remains with their

abiding steadfastness in the truth and experlmental enjoyment
of its power ?  When a little band of nonconformists embarked
in a small vessel, and committing themselves to the ocean and

‘and freedom of conscience in the wilderness; how little did
and religion over a new world, and to create a redeeming

power which should check and eradicate the corruptions of the

- world they had left?
How cheering is this view of the subject; though we cannot

an lmpulse which shall vibrate from zone to zone; yea, which
, p ‘of* heaven. Much of your usefulness you cannot know

last great day.
other ingredient in your reward 18 Joy-——supreme _;oy It

of joy; but, it is rather at its close, that we are to
nd find a “fulness of joy.” When we' 7efurn, and

r our commission to b
‘its fruits perfected ; then we are to have joy. 'The

_st is « the end of the world ?

it known. He is the instrument- of converting ten other

successors to this day. Have his laboursno connexion with their

to God, traversed the stormy deep, in search of a quiet home

‘they, think, that they were about to sow the seeds of liberty

 for the present fully comprehend it. What great and lasting -
results may wait on short and feeble labours. You may give

its _sympathetic and respondmg chords amongst the

"e close of life; all of 1t you cannot kneW till the revelatlcms
iave been apparent, that our ministry Whlle in execution

who gave it; when our werk

‘of *harvest, various, manifold, complete ; and *the |



Shall we venture to antlclpate a perlod s0 sure to arnve, and
on Wthh ‘Holy Scrlpture SO frequently casts our attentlon, as a
motive to ﬁdehty and perseverance? . Disengage, then, your
mind from present and surrounding circumstances. Think of
your work, which now fills you with trembling, as happily
- aceomplished. - Think of the great scheme of providence
~completed; and of the world and time lost in eternity; of
yourself and the myriads of the redeemed ‘summoned to the
One Eternal Presence. ‘
You find yourself 1mmed1ately before the Glorlﬁed Humanity.
‘Over and above the throne,. dwelleth the Light which is
~ inaccessible; and- around and about. it, are  angel and arch-
~angel in‘numerable while behind you and away are the hosts
, A,,of the redeesned waiting on the lips of their Judge and Saviour.
-:You are oppressed with awe; chiefly from the living sense
K ~which you now have of the glorious Mediator and of the
~ imperfect service which you have rendered to him. Never did
- your work appear so defective, so worthless; and, a-fear is
e springing up in your breast, lest, though saved, you should be
I gaved as by fire” - Your Saviour looks on you and you -are
. te-assured. He receives you and your work, with benignant,
g complacency, and says—It is well - done, good and faithfu
. “servant. What grace, what joy is this! Grace in him, t
- forget all your frailties and to remember only ydui‘ devotedness
" to him ; what joy to you, to find such unquahﬁed acceptance, at
. 4 moment when you felt as nothmg in his presence! -
- Yourself approved there is  clustering -around you a no
. .company of happy beings radiant with love and gratxttid
“Many of them were your known and tried companions throu
the wilderness of life; many of ghem were unknown to you‘
‘the flesh ; but all of them claim t6 have found life and- edi
-+ cation in your ministry on earth. - You present’ them to yo
B common Lord and Savxour.' « Forasmuch” he says “as’

3

i
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- ‘have done it to the least of these, ye have done it to me I

What condescension! What joy !

Then, there are ten thousand other devoted servants Who have

B laboured in the same cause, with bands of the holy round them,
anxiously looking to the same approbation as their highest
reward. They are presented ; as graciously accepted each and
all; and .are made priests and kings unto God for ever. You
rejoice in their joy. -

millions of the redeemed look on the throne and on the Saviour
in its midst, radiant with ineffable love and thankfulness; the
Redeemer looks on them, so blessed, so holy ; and His infinite

silence of love—of extacy !

Glory, over the whole heaven, and rests on the congregated
',multitude. A voice issues from it, saying—¢ This is my
‘beloved Son—worship Him ” Every knee is bent—every
crown presented—-—every tongue confesses.
Angelic harps and-voices rise on the subdued homage, into

sceive honour, and power, and dominion, and glory for ever”—
they ’xultmgly sing. The innumerable redeemed catch the
'tramfand responsive cry —¢ Thou art worthy, O Chrlst—thou
worthy, for thou hast loved us, and washed us from our. sins,
Ly own ‘blood ” It is repeated and prolonged, till the
mg spheres re101ce together, over a work greater far than
Afirst creation ! -

‘hav‘e been devoted. Providence is developed ; the
redempt'ion is finished. The Father is glorified in

The trial over, the joy of angels and men is full. ..-The'
mind enjoys an infinite satisfaction. There is silence; it is the

A flood of serene, brighter light breaks from the Excellent ,

exa,lted praise. ¢“Thou art, O Christ, Thou art worthy, to.

w see, for the first time, the full value of that work to

-
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only in its weakness"struggling with sorrow and - corruption,
now dwells in the saints; redolent with life, purity and joy.

A rebel world is recovered. to its forgotten allegiance and its

- forféited blessedness; and the enemy of man and of Messiah is
cast out and tormented:- Order is restored to the universe;

justice and mercy reign and are magnified to the uttermost; all

~worlds are taught the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the_
excelling goodness of God !

 This .is the work in which you have laboured. Small as
‘your portion of service may have been, it is still essential f>o the
perfection of the whole. It has survived the ruin of earth,
time and nature; and ‘as it now abides is-in its own eternity
'unchanged and unchangeable. »

And is it so? And is the only fault -of this reference to the
Afature, on the side of deficiency, and not on that of excess?
“And, after all that tongue can tell and Scripture~ indicate, has

the eye not seen, the ear not heard, the heart not conceived
"what the Lord hath prepared for them. that love and
serve him?

- Is your joy the joy of the redeemed-——the joy of angels—-the ‘
¥ be of your Lord—the joy of heaven—the joy of the universe—
~.the ;joy of eternity—and is it not enough? ~ Will you not, for.
‘the joy that is set before you, endure the cross and despise the -
shame? Can there be shame—can there be suffering, in suc
- acause? Oh, the shame is nothing to the honour— the suffering
-nothing to the joy! Reckon, that the suffering of this present
Aime—this ¢ransitory period of toil and trial—is not worthy: tt
be compared with the glory which-shall' be revealed. Show
~ -that you keép a fixed eye—the regenerated eye of falth' on
.the unseen and eternal—the weight—the weight of glory !

: But the good promiséd may be of such magnitude as::
;stagger expectation ;- and faith and . hope may be ready to fa

‘where they should triumph.  On this account, our attent

-finally, directed to the certamty of this reward Doubtlev
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shall return. - The success and reward of your-labours must be
established in your mind, beyond a doubé, as a constant motive
| ‘of action, Other services are attended with incertitude and
_disappointment; life is proverbial for the wreck of human hope; - . §
but this excludes doubt and peradventure. - » _ 1
It is as certain as harvest. Husbandry is the most uniform’ |
and successful of temporal operatidns. Its success, however,”
rests, not. so much on the connexion between cause and effect,
~as on the promise of God. He has said, “seed time and
harvest, summer and winter shall not fail.” And they have
not failed. Had human sustenance failed, life had failed, man
had -failed. The truth of God is written on the earth and
heavens; and every age of mankind has been the record of his o
faithfulness. The express promise of the same faithful God |
is your security. Mark the emphatic terms. “ As the rain
cometh down and the snow from heaven, and returneth not
thither, but watereth the earth, that it may give seed to the
sower and bread to the eater; so shall my word be that goeth
forth out of my mouth; it shall not return unto me void ; but
it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent'it.”
It is more certain than every other pursuit. Our text refers
' 'iju;g{ét“'o;fthat ‘which is most certain, as made so by the promise. of
God. - But ‘that promise secures only general success, and
is 'consistent with particular failure.. The most abundant
est-may not exclude individual failure. When the -joy is
st universal, there may yet be not a few labourers, whose
e perishes amidst rising floods or ungenial heavens. But
;. the promise is as particular, as it is comprehensive. It is
u, as though it were uttered for your sake, and for none
f you labour to fulfil the work of your Saviour, and in
~he suggests and nourishes; you cannot do it in vain.
" be called to  sow while another is called to reap; to
it of labour may be more apparent. on earth and to
50, but mone—not one—who truly.does the bidding "
| F 2

e e




- with the character of your work and the. certainty of your

- kcause and you shall see the salvation of God ! -

of hls Lord shall miss the full and blessed reward They who
sow and they who reap shall 1 rejoice together in the great and
eternal recompense of reward. R

This reward is most cerfain. It is certain in itself ; and it
borrows certainty from all things besides. The work fo which
you are pledged isthe chief of the ways of God; all things
- exist for its sake; and are made contributory to its accom-
: phshment. Creation lives for it. Providence operates for it.
For this the Saviour bled on earth; for thisthe Spirit-dwells
with men; for this the Father “keeps parental government of
the world, . Itinvolves the highest honour of Deity—the highest
- good of man—of the universe. Oh, it must triumph! it must
triumph !—unless Providence could be foiled—unless Christ
could have died in vain—unless the Unchangeable could
change—unless the Almighty could. fail as a man—unless
_' darkness, ruin, and death could gather round the throne of
- the One Eternal. ‘ -
.:As all doubt is excluded from the subject, solet 1t be eJected
from your mind. = An assured service demands- an assured
| :spmt Faith is the posture of mind, which best corresponds,

reward Have faith then richly—abundantly—that faith which
~ is superior to appearances and casts out fear. Let there be no
~ selfishness in your tears; no pride in your joy. Just catch the -
~ mind of your Saviour and you shall be wise; just_lean on his
~_arm and you shall be strong; just identify yourself with hlS-

"My beloved Son—I have thus endeavoured,. with { full
heart, to illustrate the great work to which. you are devotgd and
 the gracious reward with which it is inseparably united. What
~ghall I say more? . How many recollections, are awakened in-

the heart, alike craving and defying expressien! Some o
‘them now appear to hold -a happy connexion with the event
of this-day. It is a subject of grateful remembrance now, tha
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B ~on your first entrance into this life, you were dedlcated to God
‘“by your parents, as the most ‘precious gift they had to offer.
I This dedication afterwards took a more solemn form in
- baptism; and some expressions and petitions which fell from
g . the venerable man who took the service seemed half prophetic; -
and like Mary we pondered on them in our hearts not knowing
Whatfthey should mean. To educate you, we sought to educate
ourselves; and, with whatever failings, we chiefly sought, that
you might carry out the vow of theé parent into an act of early
‘and personal dedication. When, therefore, you bowed in
penitence at the foot of the cross and gave yourself- up to the
Lord and to his church our joy was full. And now that we see
you not only the disciple of Christ, but a minister in his
“sanctuary, our joy is overﬂowmg, and, through human weak-
ness, dashed with agony. , '
In what privileged, but affecting circumstances are you
now placed. Here, are your attached family, realizing
in you manifold prayers, and grafting ‘on you their
~ dearest hopes. Here, is, by representation, the church you
~ have left, loving you, cherishing you to the last. Here, is the

~ent aﬂ'ectlon which they have shown you from the‘»

s;tam you w1th thenf» pres_ence and their prayers., And
e—before all—and in. the sight of God—you have made
r solemn vows—and already they are written in the book
ternal 're;r;embraneé! Oh.! should you fall, what a world
e and affection would lie crushed beneath yod! What
shment in heaven! What calamity on earth! But you
all or fail! You must be henceforth, as a consecrated
_','mu'st have no eye, but for Christ—no ear, but for
life, but for Christ! The work you now begin in

ust perfect with joy—triumphant joy! You must

urch: to which you are received as their pastor, confirming
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persevere ! By your :baptism, your education, and all the
" relative endearments of life, you€gnust persevere! By the
solemnities of this’ day—your vows§cour prayers—and this
cloud of witnesses, you must persevere! By your allegiance
to God, who hath committed to you this ministry, by the grace
and power of the Holy Ghost who is in you; by the cross and
passion of your Lord, and by his coming to be your Judge—
you ‘must persevere! By the vanity of the world; by the
terrors of the judgment; and by the fires that are unquenech-
able, and the life that never dies, you must persevere—* sted-
 fast, immoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as you know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord.” ~ : j
The- God of thy fathers bless thee, my son! The angel of
“the covenant bless thee, and keep thee and go before thee!
‘May he make your path plain by the pillar of his providence ;
may he make your burdens light, by the arm of his might; may
“he cause you to dwell ever in the light of his presence and in
the . deép . enjoyment of his love; may. your service to him
b emgw dentical with your: existence; and may you witness
‘th,;growth of his kmgdom ‘and be satisfied! And, when, at
last, you give in your account to him, may we,- who are now
present to witness the commencement of yoﬁ' course, be
.present, at its close, to mark its gracious :acceptance and to
“iwelcome’ you to everlasting habitations! My:son—my-son—a
_ thousand blessings rest ever on thee.! Amer len




The morning service was concluded by singing and prayer.
The closing prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Wayland,
Professor of Moral Philosophy in Brown University, United
States of America. ‘

In the afternoon the ministers and people met in the
Assembly Rooms, to a public dinner; after which, some
addresses were delivered to the company, and the deputation
from Wycliffe Chapel, London, presented to Mr. Reed, a copy
of Bagster's Comprehensive Bible, and a set of Dr. Owen’s
Works, in 28 vols. 8vo. handsomely bound. One: of the
deacons from London, Mr. Gamman, accompamed the present
with an affectionate and suitable speech to Mr. Reed.” |
- In the evening at half-past six, the Meeting House was

- again crowded. Rev. J. Green, of Orford Hill Chapel, Norwich,
cen menced by reading and prayer. The Rev. J. H. Godwin,

't. Mary 8 Chapel Norwich.

lege, then addressed the people in the dlaCOUl‘SB |

‘ 'closed? bY a very lmpresswe and earnest prayer for the o
ewly united pastor and his charge, by the Rev. Wm. Brock,




