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RICHARD FROST

The Revd Richard Frost was a Protestant Dissenting minister and one of Dr
Philip Doddridge’s many Norfolk friends.! Son of Richard Frost, a Norwich
businessman, he was born on 10 September, 1700 and educated at the
Norwich Free School. His desire to study for the ministry was frustrated by
the religious restrictions facing Dissenters during Queen Anne’s time. Their
liberties restored on the accession of George I in 1714, Richard studied for
the ministry in London for three years under the Dissenting tutor Dr
Thomas Ridgley. Attracted by the testimony of the Reformed churches in the
Netherlands, he further studied at Utrecht and Leyden, returning to
England in 1726.

After preaching for a while at Bradfield, Richard was ordained at the
Congregational church in Great Yarmouth in 1729. He was twice married.
His first wife, Rebekah (by whom he had three children) died at Yarmouth in
1739. Four years later, he married Mary Marsh, daughter of Mr Justice
Marsh of Norwich. Personal loss and the strain of his pastoral labours sadly
contributed to a severe nervous breakdown in 1758. Resigning his pastorate
soon afterwards, Richard Frost never recovered from his ailments. He died
on 3 January 1778. His successor Thomas Howe preached a moving funeral
sermon for him based on Psalm 97:2, ‘Clouds and darkness are round about
him’.2

Correspondence between Richard Frost and Philip Doddridge reveals a
warm relationship. After their first meeting during a remarkable Association
Meeting at Denton in Norfolk (near Bungay) on 30 June 1741 (noted in the
following sermon, p. 25), the two men rode together to Yarmouth, where
Doddridge preached on 2 July. Writing to his wife Mercy in Northampton,
Doddridge expressed great delight in Frost’s ‘discourse’.3 Their friendship
continued for the remainder of Doddridge’s life. Only a few months before
his death at Lisbon in October 1751, Doddridge preached at the ordination
of one of his pupils, William Hextal, at Sudbury in Suffolk. Present in the
congregation, Frost—later regretting he had made no notes of the sermon
(see p. 4—and Doddridge met again for the last time on earth, a fellowship
they happily resumed in heaven (see p. 27).

Besides Frost’s Doddridge sermon, another was published, preached at
the Old Meeting House, Norwich in 1745 at the ordination of Abraham
Tozer. Doddridge also officiated on this occasion. Reflecting his coastal
pastoral concerns, Frost further published The Seaman’s Manual, or Prayers
Adapted to a Seafaring Life (see the advertisement, p. 36).

Dr Alan C. Clifford
NOTES:
1. See Alan C. Clifford, The Good Doctor: Philip Doddridge of Northampton - A
Tercentenary Tribute (Norwich: Charenton Reformed Publishing, 2002), 15.
2. J. Brown, History of Congregationalism and Memorials of the Churches in
Norfolk and Suffolk (London: Jarrold and Sons, 1877), 246.
3. See G. F. Nuttall, Calendar of the Correspondence of Philip Doddridge DD
(1702-1751) (London: HMSO, 1979), Letter 686.
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Thefe things [aith be that boldeth

the feven fars in bis right band,
. who walketh in the midff of the

fefverz golden candleflicks.

H 1S text may at firft view feem not
fo proper for a funeral fermon, but
after I have opened it, and given the

fenfe of the figurative expreffions here ufed,and
it is confidered that this is a funeral fermon,
not for a common perfon, but for 2 minifter of
efus, and among thefe, one of the moftable,
judicions, faithful, and laborious minifters of
Chriff Fefis Britain has been.in our age
blefled and enriched with, the late truly excel-
lent Do Daddrz'a’ge of Northampton, it will, I
hope, appear no improper text to difcourfe
upon on fuch an occafion,

"That which led me to ‘the choice of it
was that this was the laft paflage of fcripture T
ever heard the Doflor preach upon, when

A2 . he
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he came down latt Afuy to Sudbury, on ac-
count of the Reverend Mr, Hextall's aceepto
ing the paftoral office among that people.
I took no notes of that fermon, which 1 now
greaily regret, and hould certainly have done,
could I poffibly have forefeen it muft bave
been the laft time I (hould hear this eminent
Ambaflador of Clriff fpeaking in the name
of his adorable Mafter. .

The Apofile Fobn receives a commilffion
from fefis the afcended Lord and King of
the church, to write to the feven churches of
Afia.  But were there not many other chrif-
tian churches planted in 4fs, as well a9
thefe ? and had not Chriff a regard for them
as well as thefe? I reply, undoubtedly feveral
other chriftian churches were already planted
in Afia, but under thefe feven all the reft are
included, and fo far as what is there faid by
way of advice, reproof, or confolation, was
adapted to the ftate of any other church, they
were, and ftill are to apply it to themfelves,
Seven is a number of perfection, and univer-
fality, and oft made ufc of in fcriptare as
fuch.

Befides, thefe feven are very probably fin-
gled out to reprefent the ftate of the chrif-
tian church calt into feven diftinét ftates or

periods,
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periods, from the time wherein St. Jolm
wrote thefe epiftles to the end of all things,
and the order they are placed in feems to
have a regard to the fignification of their
names. And the epiftles are {o contrived by
infinite wifdom, that at the fame time each has
a peculiar reference to the ftate of the church
it was addrefled to, it alfo fhadows forth
the fiate of the churches of Chriff in general
during fuch or fach a period. In each of
thefe letters are confiderable, the preface, and
the body of the epiftle, The preface to each
contains an enumeration of fome of the glo-
tious titles and characters of Chriff, to awaken
their utmoft attention, and demand their re-
verential and obedient regard. An epiftle
from fo tranfcendently excellent and glorious
a perfon as the Lord efis, is not to be trifled
with, or negle@ted. Thefe titles of Chrift
are almoft all drawn from what is faid of
him in the firk chapter. When fovereign
Princes on earth write to their fubje@s a long
lift of their titles and dominions are -ufually
prefixed to their edifs, efpecially the eaftern
Princes. What the Lord Chréf fays of him-
felf in the preface to each of thefe feven e-
pifltles is vaflly thorter, but at the fame time
infinitely more grand and fublime, 'Thus to

: the
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the firft of the feven, in my text, tiefe
things, faith be, that boldeth the feven flarsin
bis right-band, who walketh in the midf} of
the feven golden candleflicks. 'Thereis a god-
like air of {ublimity and grandeur in the pre-
face: it is taken from the i2th, 13th, and
16th verfes of the firft chapter, Epbefus was
the Metropolis of the lefler 44z, a city of
great trade and riches, but greatly immerfed
dén fuperflition and idolatry, famous for the
temple of Diana, accounted one of the feven
wonders of the ancient world.  St. Paul was
twice there, and at his fecond coming made
it the place of his refidence for a confiderable
time. It appears from A% xx. 17. there
were more Minifters than one there, but they
are all called one becaufe their bufinefs was
onc and the fame, to preach the everlafling
gofpel of Chrifi Fefus, and perfuade men to -
believe in and obey him, and probably be-
caufe, though there was a parity of order a-
mong the paftors, yet onc among them was
primus inter pares, of the greateft eminency,
either as the fenior Minifter, or moft remark-
able for giftsand graces, and to him therefore
_the epiftle might be dire@ted 'to be imparted
in common to all the reft, as the contents

of it were fuch they were all 'equally concer-
ned
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ned in, Now that by the feven flars we are
to underftand the Angels, or the Mcflenges,
the Minifters of thefe feven churches, and by
the feven golden candlefticks the feven chorch-
es, doth not depend upon human explication ;
the fpirit of Chrift” exprefily tells us fo in the
laft verfe of the firft chapter,  Chriff's hold-
ing them in his right-hand denotes in gene-
ral, that the Lord efis takes his Minifters
under his immediate protection, that they
are very dear to him, and highly efteemed
by him. And whereas Chriff is seprefented
walking in the midft of the feven golden can-
dlefticks, this fignifies his being Lord over
his own houfe, not an idle fpe@ator of what
is tranfaCted there, but infpeting and order-
ing cvery. thing that relatesto his own affairs,
He fopplies thefe candlefticks with frefh oil,
obferves what light they give, and trims them
that they may fhine with greater {plendour,
and if, inftead of anfwering the characer of
golden candlefticks, pure and bright, they
give no luftre, and the light that is in them is
darknefs, Chriff removes them and extinguithes
his light; which they would not improve and
walk by, Thefe tbz'ngs Jaith be that boldeth
the feven flars in bis rlgbt bard, Let us

now enquire,
: LIn
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1. In what refpets the Minifters of Chriff
may be compared to ftars,

11. What are we to underitand by Chriff’s
bolding thenr in his right-hand.

X1T. What Improvement do thefe refle@ions
call for both from Minifters and people.

" And then T hall add a-particolar applica-

tion adapted to the occafioni of this
difcourfe. '

I In what refpes may thie Minifters of
Cbriff be compared- to fiars, |

- Who- that walks out in a bright evening
but is agreeably. {truck with the beanty of
the ftars in the firmament of heaven? he
gazes on thofe twinkling' orbs of light, and
admires the divine hand, that placed them in
their bright orbs, and gave them all their in-
fluences,

‘Who turns his eye on nature’s midnight face

B mutt enquire—What hand behind the {cene,
What arm almighty, put thefe wheeling globes
Ia motion, and wound up the vaft machine ?
Who moulded in his palm their fpacious orbs?
"Who bow!'d them flaming thro® the dark profound,
Num’rous as glitiering, gems of morning dew ?

How
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" How ufeful to the feamen when voyage-
ing on the mighty waters, to the traveller
when journeying by land, are the flars with

which Gop has decked the firmament of -

heaven? Now what the ftars are to the na-
tural world, that fhould the Minifters of
Chriff be, who are afting in charafer to
the world of mankind, They are 6 guide
the Chriftian traveller throngh this otherwife
dark world, to the world of light and glory.
Miniflers being called ftars fpeaks both duty
and dignity. Gop formed the ftars of hea-
ven, not barely for pomp, to difplay his
magnificence, but to give light in the night,
to be of fingular fervice to mankind, Mi-
_nifters were ordained to be lightsin the world.
Our Saviour tells his apoftles, ¥z are the light
of the world, An expreflion which at the
fame time that it proclaims their dignity,
admonifhes them of their duty; for it follows,
Let your light [o fbine before men, that they
wnay fee your good works, and ghrify -your
Sather who is in beaven. . Stars then are
formed to (hine, and by their refolgency to

" attradt the eyes of men, and to dire@ their
fleps. Thus thould the Minifters of Yefus
guide mens doubtful feet into the paths of
holinefs, truth, and peace, And then the
. B bright-

Matt, v.
14, 16,
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brightneff and purity Chrif expe@s from thefe

figurative ftars the Minifters of the churches

has a douoble afpe@. Upon their dotrine, |
and their lives.

I. As to their doflrine. It thould be pure
and uncorrupt, the truth as if is in Jefus.
What they have reccived from the Lord
by ferious reading, careful meditation, and
diligent ftudy of his holy word, carefally

. compdring the originals with our own, and

other various tranflations, and humbly implo~
ring the aids of the divine Spirit to enlighten
their underftanding, and guide their judg-
ment ; that, and that only they are to deliver
to the people, without blending their own
fancies and conceits with the word of Gop.
They muft take care, the utmoft care, not
to prefix A thus faith the Lord, to what the
Lord never fpoke. To a&t up to their com-
miffion, and uprightly declare to their an-
diences the whole counfel of Gop, but be
careful at the fame time they do not exceed
their limits, or go beyond their commif-
fion, Gop’s word is very pure, and there-
fore compared to gold, which has feven times
paffed the furnace, in which no drofs is left
bebind. And when the Minifters of Chriff
deliver the important doGrines of the gofpel,

and
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and judicioufly and clearly handle them,
they anfwer the chara@er of fiars in the fir-
mament of the Church. The word of Gop
is like Itburiels fpear, mentioned by Mik
ton, of fuch celeftial temper that no falthood
can bear its touch, but ftands immediately
revealed in its own hateful thape, The fa-
cred oracles are, to a commander in Chriffs
army, at once an offenfive and defenfive wea-
pon, furnithing him for every part of his
fpiritval warfare, being profitable for doctrine,
far reproof, for correction, for inflruition in
righteoufnefs.

2. ‘The minifters of Fefus fhould be flars
as to the light and brightnefs of their holy
cxamples —Tis their condud and deport-
ment conformable to the holy do&rines they
preach, that muft give 2 commanding effica~
cy to 4ll they deliver, ' Thefe ftars muft thine

in their proper orbs, and by the pradtice of

1

Paradife
Log, b, 4.

2 Tim. iif,
16, 17,

Jaith, charity and peate with them that call , tim, i

upon the Lord with a ‘pure beart, praife Gop,
and edifie their neighbours as ftars of light,
The apoftle Fude fpeaks of fome that were

swardring flars to whom is referved the blacknefs -

of darknefs for ever. Meteors or running ftars,
inconftant in their motion, in their thining
prefently vanifhing, and which fhot down

B 2 xnte,

22.

Jude xg,
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into the gulph of perdition. In oppofition

“ X to thefe thé Minifters of Fefus are to be con-

PLcxv, 1.

fant and immoveable, akways abisinding in the
wwork of their Lord and Mafter, Refolate
for Gop, and heaven, and to fhine on, let men
fay, or think'of them what they will. Some
will undoubtedly be won to Chriff, attralted
by their bright, and falutary rays,

3. Whatever is the cafe of the fixed {tars
in the firmament, with regard to the fon,
the ftars we are (peaking of borrow all their

. lufire and propitious influences from Chriff

as the eternal {un of righteoufnefs. Al their
gxfts and graces, their rich variety and furni-
ture for piblic work, and extenfive ufefulnefs,
proceeds from him, Soroe of them, indeed,
Thine glorionfly, but thefe ftars, even of the
firlt magnitude, derive all from the Redeem-
‘er’s folnefs; and they are ready, upon all oc-
cafions, to ackuowfedge their own infoffi- ..
ciency, and openly declare that all their fuf-
ficiency is from Gop through Chriff Fefus.
If this great Lord of the Church did not up-
hold them, fill their urns with frefh oyl and
light, they would foon Iofe their brightnefs,
and lofe their influences ; their langnage there-
fore is, Net unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but
unto thy name be the giory aferibed.

' And
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And this leads me to the fecond inquiry,

What are we to underftand by Chriff's

holding them in his right-hand ?

This denotes that they are highly valued
by the Lord Yefus~—That he direGs them
in their motions, places each in their propér
orb, wherein they are to fhine—That they
are under his powerful protettion —That
when their work is done, and they bave an-
{wered the purpofes of his grace, they dif-
appear out of the firmament of the Charch
on carth to fhine for ever as ftarsin the world
of glory. _

1. It denotes that the Minifters of Chriff
are highly valued by the Lord Fefus, What
we have no efteem for, we don’t put into
_our hand, much lefs cur right hand, and
hold, and carefully keep it there. Confider
who it is that holds thefe ftars in his right
hand, the Prince of the Kings of the carth,
the Lord of glory, Many things may- be
proper for a perfon of inferior rank to take,
and keep in bis hand, which would not be-
‘come a fovereign Prince to dg. The right-
~hand is a token of benevolence and friend-
thip, Tky right-band bas bolden tne up, and
thy gentlenefs bas made me great. Stréiching

out

kY

13

vl

P xviii,
35.
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ont the right-hand, and holding a perfon by
itis to this day a token of the friendthip and
refpe we bear him.

2. That the Lord Chriff dire@s them in
their motions, and places each in their propes
orb wherein they are to thine, As a2 King .

his coronation day fcatters his medals
of gold among his fubjects, as a token of his
royal favour, fo when Cbriff our King afcen-
ded up on bigh, he gave gifts to men, He
gave fome Apoftles, and fome Proplets, and fome
Evangelifis. Extraordinary Minifters for the
firft planting chriftian churches in the world.
And fome paftors and teachers, to fucceed
each other from ags to age in preaching Clhrif
and his everlafting gofpel, for the perfesting
of the faints, for the work of the minifiry,
Jor the edifying of the body of Chbriff. The

. whole firmament of the church is adorned

with thefe living flars, - In+fome parts they
are thicker fown, in others with a more fpa-
ring hand, Some of them fhine with a
brighter luftre, and more extenfive influence,
than others; bat wherc ever Gop places a
faithful Minifter, it isan evidence he has work
for him to do; fome defigns of grace to be-
gin, and carry on, among ‘the fouls of thofe

to whom he minifters. " In onr day many
parts
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parts of the European world are thick fet
with thefe living ftars, God bath enlarged
Japhet, and perfuaded bim to dwell in the tents
of Shem, according to that double fenfe of
the Hebrew word there ufed, allading to the

name Faphet. Blefled be Fefus the great -

King of the church, that he has fet fo many
of thefc ftars in our Brizifhb horifon, and
that not only OV- Englend abounds with them,
bat they are planted crofs the wide Atian-
tic, and many hundreds are diffufing their
bright fplendour, and falutary influences, -in
the provinces of New-England, New.- ferfey,
New-York, &c. » ‘

There is often a remarkable providence in
this church, or in that; fixing them contra-
1y to their expe@ations, when the way was
thick befet with difficulties, and all apparent

probability was againft them. And this was
~~ the very cafe of the excellent Dr. Doddridge
fixing at Nortbampton. I doubt, not but many
a faithful fervant of Clrifl has feen reafon, in
the after parts of life, to adore his condact-
ing hand, in placing them in churches which
they had no thought of, no defign bf fettling
among. By an accidental vifit in their jour-
neys, they have beftowed their occafional la-
bours in places, where afterward they have

been

15

Gen. ix.
27.
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been called to flated fervice, and have mi-
nifterially turned many to righteoufness.

The Lord Chriff holding thefe ftars in his
right-hand denotes.they arc under his power-
ful prote@ion—Tbox bafl, O Lord, a mighty
arm : firong is thy band, and bighis thy right
band. -When a mighty warrior grafps faft 2
treafurc in his right-band, he muft firft be
conquered, before he will -part with it. Con-
fequently Chbriff's faithful Minifters are all
fafe under his powerful, his almighty pro-

‘tetion ; let earth and hell rage with their ut-

moft fury, thefc -flars are fecure in Chbriffs
right-hand: So far are all the enemies of
the redeemer from being able to take away
the lives of one of his faithful Minifters that
they cannot touch one hair of their - head
without his permiffion, they areall immortal
till their work be done. He that attempts
to touch them, toucheth the apple of bis eye.
Were it not for ChrifP's guardian tender care
over his church, there woald have been no
fuch thing as a profeffing people of Chriff,
or a faithful chriftian Minifter in our world.
*Tis well known that all the power and po-
licy of the world was leagued together againft
the Lord, and his anointed. How many
myriads of the profeffors of Fefus were cné_
o

I

;
{
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off by Rome pagan, when Safan, that old
dragon, raged by fanguinary laws, and fangpi-
nary executions, to roct cut chriftianity from
the face of the earth; nor has Rome papal
been more fparing of the blood of the faints
of Fefiis, than Rome pagan. Bow or break
has been her motto. [n ber bas been found
{2nd that in copious ftreams) the bivod of pro-
phets, -and of faints, and of all that were
Sflain ugon the earth, But fpight of the uts
muft efforts of the powers of darknefs, Chriff
hath for feventeen centurics accomplithed his
own promife, zhat the gates of lell fhall not
prevail-againl bis church, that is, {o as total-
ly to deftroy it. And we are aflured, he is
as able now to make good his promife as ever,
for he is the fame yefierday, to-day, and for
ever. 'The fame gracious, powerful; faitha
ful Saviour of his church now, as in paft
ages. ,S:ay ye then to Sion {and let fsith triumph
in the heart-chearing refle@tion) zby God, tby
Saviour reigneth,

4. When Minifters work is dons, when
they have anfwered the purpofes of the Re
deemer’s gracé, thefe flars difappear out of
the firmament of the church on earth, to
thine for cver in the heavenly world, The

' C fame

Rev. xviil,
24.

Heb. xifi,
8.
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fame divine hand that placed them as fars,
when their period is expured and they bave
faithfully anfwered his gracious purpofes, re-
moves them from this lower orb, and places
them among the morning ftars of Gop ; and
that there may .be no chafm in the church,
taifes up others to fill their places, and carry
on the fame work, and defign their hearts
were fet upon. “Tis for the glory of the great
Redeemer that he (hould be ferved by different
fets of minifters, and people from age to age,
"Tis faid of David, that after be bad ferved bis
generation according to the will of God, be
Jell afleep; and this is the cafe of all Gon’s
faithful fervants, both minifters and people.
They have each their day allotted for ufeful-
nefs and fervice, and when that is expired,
their awork is with the Lord, and their re-
ward with thetr Ged. And the moft labo-

rious and faithful Minifters of Chriff, and __

thofe -that have been the deepeft fofferers for
his canfe and name, may aflure themfelves
they fhall be no lofers by Cbri# in the end.
He will never forget the work of faith, and

labour of love, and patience of bope, which
any of his fervants have difcovered for his

caufe
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caufe and interefts, Thefe things faith be that
boldeth the feven flars in bis right-band,

APPLICATION.

1. And now how honourable, and valua-~
ble in our efteem fhould the work and office
of a gofpel Minifter appear! Blefied be
the Savieur for inftitutinpg a ftanding mi-
niftry in his church. Let Chriff, the Lord
of glory, have all the honour of the gifts and
graces lie hath conferred on any of his Mi.
nifters, Let thofe who attend the miniftry
of ftated and judicious Paftors, efeem them
very bighly for their mafler’s fake, and for
thetr works fake; when they attend their fa=
cred mibiftrations, look up to the Lord Fe-
Jus, for his fpecial bleffing to attend all theig
labours, fervently pray that Gop would con-
tinue their lives and ufefulnefs, and (howes
down copious meafures of his holy Spirit up-
on them. B

And with regard to Minifters, let all the
titles of dignity and hononr given them in
the word of Gon, be confidered as power-
ful motives to fidelity and diligence, and be
improved accordingly. All the great things

Cz deli~

19
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delivered in our bible, concerning the Mi-
nifters of Cbriff, are by no means defigned
to puff them up, and render. them vain and
ambitions. No, ’tis to encounrage them to
be in labours more abundant, to be willing
to take up their erofs and follow their fuffer-
ing mafter. To infpire them with St. Paul’s
religious heroifm of fpirit, Aecording to my
carnefl éxpeliation and my bope, that in nothing
I fball be afhamed, but that with all boldnefs,
fo now alfo, Chrift fhall be magnified in my
body, wwhetker it be by life, or by death. For
to me to live is Chrift, and to die is gain....

2. When.any of thefe ftars, efpecially

** thofe of the firfi magnitude, are removed

Matt. x.

from the church, and the world, we fhould.
be fenfible of the hand of our Lord Fefus
herein, and be {uitably affeCted with the lofs.
And pray that Gop would teach us an holy
improvement of it. Since mof a fparrow --
falleth to the ground without our beavenly fa- -

tber, much lefs doth any of the human race;
a man, a chriftian, a Minifter, and among
thefe one of the firft rank for capacity and
extenfive ufefulnefs, And this brings me to
the particular awfuol occafion of the prefent

difcourfe, ‘We are here aflembled to mourn
. over



-21-

Death of P. Dopprinee, D, D.

ever no common lofs, .not a lofs that affeds
only a particalar perfon, family, or 2 fin-
gle congregation. No, it is moch more
than thefe, it is a lofs that affe@s the
whole diffenting- intereft, and which is
yet vaftly more, the intereft of our Lord
Yefus in Great-Britain. And what if I
fhould rife yet one ftep higher, and fay, the
intercft of chriftianity in the whole protef-
tant world, We may fay of him as Dr. Warts
in his elegy on the Reverend and Venerable
M. Gouge.

The mufe that mourns a nations fall,
‘Should wait at Doddridge” funeral,

for though perfonally known only in Britain,
yet by feveral of his ufefal excellent writings
he is known to a confiderable part of the
proteftant world ~— particularly by the firft
two volumes of the Family Expofitor, his
Rife and Progrefs of Religion in the Soul,
his ferious Letter to Mafters of Families on
the Head of Family Prayer: thefe, and per-

haps fome other of his treatifes,* by being

tranflated into Fremch and Dutch, have ren-
dered him known to, and juftly admired, by
the
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the learned and pious among the foreign
proteftants. And as he was removed at the
Zenith of his fplendor and -brightnefs, about
fifty years of age, his removal is the more
to be lamented by us. His holy breaft was
foll of great, and good, and extenfively ufe-
fol defigns. It-was not a care for the prof-
perity of Chriffs intereft in one county,
nor in one kingdom, that could contain,
counld limit his large and generous fonl, but.
wherever there appeared any openings for
the ere@ing or enlarging the kingdom of
our redeemer in any part of the world, as
foon as they were kid before him, you
might be fure his head, his heart, his purfe,

his influence, all concurred to promote the

‘noble defign. . And his interet was for
feveral years paflt very confiderable, and an-
nually increafing. But be i cur off from
the land of the kving, in that wery day bis
thoughts perifped, A great man indecd is
fallen in our Ifae), and we may sffume
the prophet Elifba’s pathetic language, Ay
Jfather, my fatber, the chariots of Ifrael, ond
the horfemen theresf. 'The venerable pro-
phet, by his fage counfels and fervent pray-

€Sy
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ers, was to Jfrael a deliverer fuperior to a
well-appointed cavalry, or an army with
bapners. And oor dear departed friend,
by his wife and holy counfels, was emi-
nently ferviceable.to-men, and by his ardent
prayers had power with Gop, and oft pre-
vailed for a bleffing,

The younger part of his life, I know
little of with certainty, only that his pa-
rents dyed young, And that he met with
fome unkindoefs from thofe into whofe
hands his affairs fell: fo that he was very
near giving up the profecution of his fludies,
In this plunge of affairs, Gop, who had
great and eminent work for him to do,
raifed him up a gencrons and faithful friend,
who encouraged him with vigour to pro-
fecute his academic courfe, and by him-
felf and friends, fornithed him with a fuf-
ficient fupply to go through with it.  And
thould the pame of this generous benefac-
for be concealed? No, as he entered laft
year into a ftate where necither envy nor
flattery can reach, it is proper you fhould
koow, for the imitation of -others, that
it was to the late learned and excellent
Dr. Samuel Clarke, we are indebted for

all
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all the extenfive ufefulnefs of a Did-
dridge *, and accordingly he ever fpake of
Dr. Clarke in terms of bigh refpe& and
efteem.

When Mr. Doddridge firft entered the
miniftry, he- was foon taken notice of by
his brethren in the neighbourhood, as a
young preacher of uncommon talents and
capacity, and feveral congregations that were
deftitute, were defirous of enjoying the fta-
ted froits of his labour; but Nortbampton
was the orb where the great Lord of the
Church fixed this refplendant ftar, and for
about twenty two years held him in his
right-hand there. Upon the deceafe of a
worthy tutor among the proteftant diffenters (I
think the Reverend Mr. Fennings) the neigh-
bouring Minifters made a vifit to Mr. Dod-
dridge, and with great importunity prefled
him to andertake that charge, .He long re-
fited their folicitations, on account of his
youth, but they continuing fill to be im-
portunate, he was at laft perfuaded to‘ make
a trial with four or five, and acquited him-
felf fo well in the care of thefe, in the fen-

~ timents of proper judges, that it was unani-

moufly
® See Doddridycs fermon for Dr. Glarde, page 34.
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moufly agreed, he thould be fet at the head
of an Academy; and to remove Mr, Dod-
dridge's chief objettion, that he could not
faithfully fill up the two important charac-
ters of a Paftor, to have the whole work of
preaching, and minilterial vifits lic upon him,
and that of a Tutor, the Congregation gene-
roufly offered to choofe him an affiftant.
Upon this Mr. Daddridge took upon him
the important poft of being at the head of
an Academy. The greater part of the young
gentlemen that have come for twenty years
paft from that nurfery of erudition and piety,
have become bleffings to the Church of Chrif?.
Thefe are now fpread through moft of the
Counties of England, and the Dofor, in his
yearly journies at the vacation, through fe-
veral parts of England, could fcarce travel
any where, but he bad the pleafure of
preaching in the pulpits of fome young
Minifters, who had been educated by him-
fif. ;
My firft acqumaintance with this excellent
man commenced Fune 1741. when he en-
tertained us at our affociated meeting at Den-
ton, with an excellent difcourfe from 2 Per,
v. 6. -A remarkable day indecd, when the

D prefence

25



36

-26 -

) A Funeral Sermen on the

prefence of Gop filled our Affembly; and
not myfelf only, but many others have with
pleafure owned, it was one of the beft days
of our lives. Though the feafon was hot,
and the Auditory very much crouded, and
between four and five hours fpent in the
public worfhip, none thought the hours te-
dious, and withed for a difmiffion. No,
when the heast is, through grace, in a'pro-
per frame, inflead of crying, When will the
fabbath, or the holy day, be over ? the lan-
guage of the beart is, ¢ How fwiftly do the
¢ hoors fly! Heaven is on the wing of thefe
¢ golden moments, and therefore 1 would
¢ protra& them as long as poffible. Blefled
‘be Gop, I fhall have an whole eternity
¢ to {fpend in the delightful charming work
¢ of fervingand praifing the ever glorious Je-
¢ movam, which I am here obhgcd aftcta
¢ few hours, to quit.” - -

Now as the true temper and reigning dif~
pofition of heart is more difcoverable by the
letters written to intimate friends, than by
what appears in publick life, I fhall make a
few extralls from fome of thefe,—~——<T am,
¢ fays the Docor in one of them, fixed for
¢ No:;ﬁ»!% this fumnmer, if God permit, hut

¢if
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«if he appoints our next meeting in Heaven,
¢ Amen, with all my heart; only may our
¢ fonls be more and more united to him,
¢ and cheared with the communications of his
¢ grace daily, while we are travelling through
¢this wildernefs. Adored be that grace,
¢ which' unites our hearts, and will unite
¢ them for ever!’ In another —*¢ Asto a
¢ reformation in general, I fee very few figns
“ of it, but I think Chriff and his gofpel, are
¢ growing dearer to a few fouls. I'long to
¢ get nearer my Lord, and 1 long more and
¢ more to be with him. How happy will
¢ cur meeting be in our Father’s houfe in
¢ glory!’ In the beginning of 1745, the
Do&or thus writes, ¢ I have lately been,
¢ by a vialent fever, on the borders of eter-
¢ nity, but O how thall I exprefs the unut-
¢ terable goodnefs of our condefcending God !
¢ He was near me continually, he embraced
¢ me in the arms of his everlafting love, I
¢ know not, that ever in my lile, I enjoyed
* more exquifite pleafure than'in that ilinefs,
“ It feemed as if all the promifes had been
¢ pnited in one, and let down in a golden
¢ fiream of celeftial light, into my expand-
¢ ing, rejoicing bofom. ‘Tears of joy and tea-
: D 2 ¢ der
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¢ der gratitude often flowed from my eyes,
¢ and Gobp permitted not the enemy, in the
* greateft violence of my diforder, to fuggeft

. ©a fear, or doubt, with refpect to my eter-

¢ nal ftate. O magnify the Lord with me, and

€ Jet us exalt bis name together.
Confidered as a writer, the DoGor has

been for twenty years paft in high efteem
with judicions and ferious chriflians of dif-
ferent Denominations, His Family Expofi-
tor was the work he moft valued, and had
greatly at heart. He lived to fee, and hear
the happy fuccefs of the firft three quarto
volumes of that ufeful work, containing the
four Gofpels, and the Ats of the Apofiles.
And before he fet out for Lifbon, Gop was
pleafed fo far to favour his fervant, that he
put the laft hand to the three remaining vo-
lumes, propofals for printing which are now

given out. And may they meet with all

the encouragement which’ fo laborious a
work, from fo mafterly a hand, and fo pious
an heart well deferve. Soon as the Doc-
tor heard the two firft volumes were tranf-
lating into foreign languages, he told me, it
would be an additional motive to him to

- ufe the greateft diligence, and accuracy in

drawing
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drawing up the remainder. Befides this la-
bortous performance, which alone, had he
publithed nothing clfe, would have been fuf-
ficiznt to embalm his memory, and render
it dear, not to the prefent only, but even to
facceeding ages of Minifters and people, who
love our Lord Fefks. I cannot bat juft
mention his Praical Difcourfes on Rege-
neration, in ten fermons, wherein he hath
ftated, illoftrated, defended and applied that
great truth, which lies at the root of chrif-
tianity, like a workman wko necded mnot to
be afhamed. His ten fermouns alfo on the
Power and Grace of Chriff, and the Evi-
dences of his glorious Gofpel, which fo
long ago as 1741, had pafied a fecond edi-
‘tion, demand my remembrance, The firft
feven of which fermonsarc praQical, and the

laft three contain an admirable fommary of

the arguments which prove chriftianity is
from Gop, and were drawn up for the be~
nefit of thofe who have neither money to
buy, nor time to read large volumes, for
thofe who might probably come into the
company of infidels, and be defirous to ren-
der a rational account of their faith.

3. The

29
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'3. The Rife and Progrefs of Religion in
the Soul, began and carried on at the requeft
of the juftly celebrated Dr, Warss,  And
which, though printed but in 1745, has
ron throngh feveral editions, and is a book
Gonp has fet his feal to, by bleffing it abun-
dantly for the convidion and converfion of
many. : ;
And as Dr. Deddridge largely fhared in the
temper of that difciple whom fefiis loved,
fo he always difcovered an high regard for
the lambs of the flock, and has publifhed
for their benefit, a fmall poetical tract divis
ded into twenty-four leflons, containing 2
regular fyflem of religion, as to things to
be believed and practifed, and formed with
admirable jodgment. The language intelligi-
ble by a child of ten years old, who has had the
happinefs of a religious education, and may
be perufed by a man, by a fcholar at forty,
without any difparagement 'to his abilities, .

No wonder, that a gentleman, a fcholar,
2 divine, a tutor, thus formed for extenfive
ufefulnefs, had a large correfpondence, all’
the wonder is, how he conld poffibly keep
it op with fuch a variety of neceflary and
important work wpon his hands, And in-
o ' deed,
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deed, had he not valued time, precious tifise,
at the higheft rate, he could never have gone
through half the work he did.. By what I
can learn, - he was for many years, when in
‘health, not more than five hours in bed,
and when up, every hour was filled with

ufefuloefs, It may be juftly faid of him, as-

Dr. fennings doth in his abftra® of the life
-of Dr. Cofton Matber, (a book which I hear-
tily with every young Minifter in the three
kingdoms would ferionfly perufe) « he had
“ no loofe and leifure hours, in which fuch a
'« vaft portion of time is wafted by moit peo-
< ple, but every moment, in 2 manner, was
< watched and improved.” Were we thus
careful to improve every little portion of
time, and to let none run wafte, how much
more might be done than moft of us do?

Befides his diffenting brethren, among
whom I need not tell you Dr. Doddridge’s
acquaintance was very extenfive, many of
the clergy maintained a carrefpondence with
_ him, and among thefe the excellent Mr Her-
vey, author. of the twa volumes of Medita-
tions among the tombs, &'c. enjoyed a large
degree of intimacy, Several: gentlemen of
the Clergy, of diftinguithed rank and’ cha-

racter

3t

Page 3.
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ralter in life, wereamong the number of his
friends. His acquaintance with thefe the
pious Do&or cultivated with a view to do
great fervice to theintereft of real chriftianity,
for in any other light the dlﬁerence was low
in his efteem.

'The following 1s the firft account we re-
ceived of his death in the General Evening
Poft. ¢ On the 26th of Offeber O. S. died
“ the Reverend Dr. Doddridge at Lifbon, of a
“ confamption of the lungs, to which place

. he lately reforted, by the advice of his phy-
“ ficians, for the recovery of his health. He
** was a man of a fine genius, rich in the
* foresof lcarning, and of unexampled ativity
"¢ and diligence. His Piety was without dif-
“ guife, his Love without jealoufy, his Bene-
“ yolence without bounds. In the feveral ca-
¢ pacities of a friend, a preacher, a writer, a
<¢ tutor, he had few fuperiors, in all united he
“ had no equals. His difconfolate Widow
¢ (whofe chief dowry is, that fhe inherits the
«¢ {pirit of .this excellent man) is returning to
¢ England, to afluage the griefs, and form the
* minds of her tender and amiable offtpring,
« and to forward thofe writings for.the prcfs

* which were deﬁgncd for the publick view.™;
. And
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And now may Gop heal the wide breach
made by the fall of this tall and flourifhing
cedar in our Lebanon | The chafm made
in the firmament of the Britifb Church,
by the removal of this bright and glorious
ftar! May God, who comforts the forrowful,
‘be the fopport of his fervant, the dear relict
of this excellent man. May each of the chil-
dren rife up and call him blefled. May they
a@ worthy the name of a Doddridge, and
dp'ly confider, their father’s merit fets them
up to view, and will render their faults or
virtaes confpicuous. May they refle& what
God will expect, and what both the world
and the church will expe&, from the offspring
of one who was 2 man of prayer, and mighty
in the feriptures.

May his brethren in the miniftry, who have

* loft by his removal a fuccefsful wreftler with
-God for us at the throne of grace, and have
our hands confiderably weakened by the blow,
imprave the mournful providence.—May all
of us who highly valued him, now we can
" converfe with him no more, take up the
mantle_he left behind him, I mean’ his ex-

celient writings (and ’tis with that view I

" have glanced wpon feveral of them in the
E former

3
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former pages) and clothe ourfelves with that
chriftian and heavenly temper there defcribed.

Upon the whole, I bear him this teftimo-.
ny, that I never remember to have fpent an
hour in his cormpany, but it was my own
faolt, if I went pot from him fomething
wifer or better. Nor have I ever known a

~ chriftian, concerning whom I could more de-

liberately fay, may my foul have its eternal lot
with that follower of Fe ﬁzs, more than of
Dr. Doddridge.

But now let us turn our eyes, and tarn our
thonghts from mortal man, to the blefled Fe-
Jus, the ever adorable, ever living, faithfuol,

.and compafiionate Head and King of the

Church. Say ye to Sion, thy God, thy King
reigneth, with thee, bleffed Redeemer, is the
refidue of the Spirit. O let the fpirit of our
departed Elijahs, a WaTTs, and a- Dop-

DRIDGE, réf on our  remaining Elithas, ..

However richly qualified thefe eminent Mi-
‘nifters, or any other of thy fervants, in the
prefent or pait ages are, or were, thofe ta-
lents, gifts and graces, were all derived from
thy falnefs. Pour down, thou afcended and
reigning Saviour, pour down frefh and co-

of
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of glory, on all thy faithfol ambaffadors,
whom thou haft commiffioned to propagate
thy kingdom among the tribes of Adam. And
gracmuﬂy continue a fucceflion of upright
Minifters and falthful chriftians in the world
in general, and in pattlcnlar in thefe Britify
ifles, till the great archangel fhall, at thy bid-

' dmg, take the trump of Gob, and fwear by
bim that Liveth for ever and ever, that time.
Joall 6e no, more. Amen.
- ‘,'E’J'"J'{‘?‘

s
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